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POLICE — STAB-PROOF VESTS 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.04 pm]: The safety of Western Australia Police 
officers is paramount to the McGowan Labor government. Western Australian Labor governments have a strong 
record of supporting frontline officers. In 2002, we extended the coverage of the Occupational Safety and 
Health Act 1984 to police officers. We equipped police with personal issue Glock service revolvers, Tasers and 
oleoresin capsicum spray. There are now calls for our police officers to have personal issue, anti-stab, ballistic 
vests. The state government and Western Australia Police are committed to equipping our police officers with the 
safety equipment that they need. WA Police currently has over 1 500 overt ballistic vests, including 250 new vests 
that arrived on 19 June 2017. In addition, there are also a number of covert vests in circulation. I am assured by 
senior police that officers attending jobs with a known risk, such as executing warrants, make tactical decisions 
based on those risks, including whether or not to wear these vests. Generally, specialist units have more vests per 
officer than police stations, given the nature of their work. These specialists are often deployed to boost local 
responses based on operational requirements.  

Police officers have raised concerns about the wearability of body armour, as it can be heavy and hot in our climate. 
Police are currently issued with load-bearing vests but not all choose to wear them, preferring their accoutrement 
belt. The Commissioner of Police has said that the workforce is divided. There are questions about whether body 
armour is suitable for officers working in the north of our state, whether it is suitable for officers on bikes patrolling 
in the CBD or whether it is suitable for detectives working in child abuse. These issues need to be worked through 
and balanced with the extra protection that body armour provides. From a safety perspective, the commissioner 
will also consider whether, and in what circumstances, the wearing of body armour should be mandatory. 

Recently, I met with the acting Commissioner of Police and agreed that WA Police will work through these issues 
with frontline officers and the WA Police Union, involving the WA Police health and safety branch. The WA 
Police executive can then determine the optimal rollout of vests in stages based on risk assessments and operational 
requirements. Cost is not the issue here. We will always put the safety of our officers first. I look forward to the 
WA Police executive and WAPU progressing this issue for the benefit of all our officers. Times have changed and 
the preparedness of police officers as frontline responders is critical. WA Police officers will continue to be 
supported to serve our community, to fight crime and to apprehend criminals. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, before I go to the Leader of the House, I am sure the Attorney General forgot to 
acknowledge the Chair when he walked in, but he will not forget it next time. 
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